


every family has a secret



When mysterious farmhand Alex Stephenson is tracked down by his 
estranged father, a wealthy mining magnate, the news can’t be good.

His older brother, Erik, was found dead in the small town of Silver 
Mountain outside a long defunct coal mine.

Facing edgy locals, a stonewalling Sheriff, and a powerful new mining 
company, Alex is compelled by a strange brew of love and guilt to 
uncover the truth about his brother’s “accidental” death.

But the deeper he digs – with the help of idealistic and ascerbic local 
reporter Carly Springman – the closer he comes to long-buried family 
secrets that just might have gotten his brother killed – and will change 
his life forever 

Can he survive the truth?



director’s note

This is a film about the hard choices that define us.

It is a film that rejects easy answers for the more 
honest gray area in-between. It reflects our 
disillusioned times, affirming a basic human dignity 
while acknowledging the gauntlet of darkness we 
must run to get there.

Set against the backdrop of fracking – today’s 
industrial moral dilemma – the film questions a 
system that values strength over morality, asking at 
what point the Means destroy the Ends?

We recognize there are no good people or bad 
people.  There are just people, getting by the best 
they can – a truth our protagonist, Alex, clings to as 
he discovers that the price for doing what’s “right” 
may be his soul.

Silver Mountain will be suspenseful and darkly 
entertaining with flashes of surprise and humor – 
but our real success will be measured by an audience 
haunted by the question of what they, but for a small 
quirk of fate, might have done differently.

Without darkness, there can be no light.
– Lao Tzu

In the middle of winter I discovered in myself an invincible 
summer.
– Albert Camus



characters



alex stephenson
A rural drifter hiding from a privileged and painful past, 
Alex knows what it’s like to live between two worlds.
 
Even as he struggles to start a new life, he must contend 
with the dark impulses of his old one.

Deep down, he knows one day he must choose sides.



carly springman
A dreamer with the smarts to back it up, Carly skipped 
town for Columbia’s School of Journalism as soon as 
she could drive.

But persistent sentimentality and a stubborn search 
for the truth brought her back to the town where 
her father died in a mining accident 30 years ago.



john stephenson
A survivor par excellance, John Stephenson navigated his way from the 
Pit to the Boardroom, employing charm as needed and cold calculation 
when necessary.  

Like every great man, John learned that idealism only works when 
you’re winning and success requires making the hard choices others 
will not.  

As he often says, “Sometimes you gotta cut back to make way for 
new growth.”



roy stone
Roy always knew he’d be Sheriff.  

Even back on the high school football team, he was always 
that guy.  

But he never thought it’d be like this.  He’s not above 
cutting corners – hell, that’s what they’re there for – but 
a man’s gotta draw the line somewhere. 

Problem is, that line keeps shifting.  But one thing is certain: 
the devil you know is better than the devil you don’t.



laura stephenson
Laura Stephenson had it all – money, class, beauty and intelligence – so 
when her beloved Erik began making waves, she knew well enough that 
some secrets are better left forgotten.

But the grieving widow’s loyalties are tested when an old, forbidden love 
returns to find the truth.



les anderson
While not a simple man, Les Anderson prefers a simple life.

The last of a long line of farmers, Les has his priorities straight: 
caring for his family and making Good World Farms live up to its 
name. 

After taking stranger Alex Stephenson in, his whole world is 
suddenly thrown into jeopardy, yet his stubborn faith in human 
goodness never wavers.



rachel anderson
Rachel’s education may be home grown but she’s smart enough to know 
the grass only looks greener and real wealth means having a loving family.

Still, there’s something exciting about Alex, the mercurial drifter, and, against 
her mother’s better judgment, she’s willing to take a chance.



PLACES



the lehigh valley



good world farms



stephenson residence



silver mountain



the creek



jebediah’s trailer



the mine



carly’s house
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suspicion



mystery
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surprise



desperation



realization



disillusion
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OUR TEAM



sorrel brae
director writer

james luria

Sorrel has been writing and directing films, 
documentaries and commercials for over 10 
years. His short films have been featured on 
the Sundance Channel and screened at festivals 
around the world, collecting awards for Best Film, 
Best Writer, and Best Director.

Sorrel’s commercial work (for the likes of 
American Express, Toyota, P&G, NFL, Ikea and 
Motorola) has been honored by the ACE, Webby, 
MIXX, ADDY, Telly and Creative Media Awards 
as well as the Cannes Advertising Festival where 
he was recognized with the prestigious Young 
Director Award.

James Luria is a writer and digital media producer 
and entrepreneur. He has written six screenplays, 
four original scripts and two adaptations, working 
alone and with directors and producers, and has 
written for Slate. 

He is also a co-founder and principal in Independent 
Content, a digital media agency. 

He has held executive positions at Fox Entertainment, 
where he oversaw digital creative development for 
Fox television shows, including the first websites for 
The Simpsons, X-Files, and at AOL, where he ran 
creative development, and conceived and launched 
a documentary film channel.



truth has a price



s i l v e r  m o u n t a i n


